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SP: Rankandfile.ca had the opportunity to sit down with Donald LaFleur current fourth National Vice-President of the Canadian Union of Postal Workers to discuss his upcoming bid for Executive Vice-President of the Canadian Labour Congress. The Canadian Labour Congress is the umbrella labour organization in Canada to which dozens of national unions, provincial federations and regional labour councils are affiliated. Elections for the CLC leadership will be taking place May 8 during its national convention, this year held in Montreal. 

SP: So thanks Donald very much for agreeing to speak with Rankandfile.ca today. Perhaps you could begin with telling us why you've decided to run for VP of the Canadian Labour Congress?

DL: There's a lot of information on my Facebook page, on CUPW's website but there's two reasons. One, I've been an activist for a great majority of my life so I want to continue to do that work. I think my 35 years experience as an activist, I can bring that to the CLC. I think I can help improve things. Improve things in that I feel the CLC has done some good work, but I don't think you can turn the ship around, this attack on workers, on the environment, on First Nations, on like I mean a worldwide attack, but in Canada as well. 

We need to take the struggle to the work floor, to the street, and eventually to the ballot boxes, including Ontario. It looks like there's going to be an election in Ontario and we got to make sure that the Hudaks and Harpers of the world do not get elected or reelected. 

On a personal note, Sophil and I have been partners so late, since we were not much older than children, and we have seven grandchildren, and I feel I see for the first time probably since Canada has been Canada, that the standard of living from my generation to the next one is going down, and that's going to continue if we don't turn this around. And that's very concerning for Sophil and I who have four children and seven grandchilren.   

SP: Yes, thanks very much. Could you describe for us your vision of the CLC?

DL: My vision of the CLC would start with trying to increase the unionization across Canada. I've got some suggestions that we can bring the affiliates together, we would target a city, a town, a geographical area. All unions that want to participate together and basically unionize all the sectors at the same time. Postal workers for example would be going to Shoppers Drug Mart, you know retail, fast food, hi-tech, banking. Instead of you know, fighting amongst ourselves for the 30 per cent that are unionized, let's start unionizing the 70 per cent that are not unionized, and let's do it collectively so we can pool our resources and finances. 

The environment is important to me as well. I've been an environmental activist for a long time and I think the CLC, the labour movement and with what's happening around the world with the blue-green alliance, needs to push that file forward. It's one of the most important files. One slogan I've heard and it actually comes from a suggestion of the environment committee of the CLC back in 2001, we were organizing an environment conference in Vancouver, and we wanted the theme to be "There's No Jobs on a Dead Planet." That's how drastic we feel or some of us feel things are.

Another issue is, the whole issue of privatization. We need to turn that trend around. And when you look at it from an environmental perspective, for example if the sustainable, renewable energy of the future is in private hands, we're gonna be in the same problems we have today with fossil fuels, multinational corporations driven by profits, not caring for anything but making money, and that would be detrimental. So energy, natural resources - we need to get that into public hands in my opinion.

SP: So you, interesting that you brought up when your talking about unionization, you brought up Shoppers Drug Mart as an example. You're a member of the Canadian Union of Postal Workers, so my next question is, if elected what would you do at the CLC in regards to the Save Canada Post campaign?

DL: Well basically we need to continue what we're doing now to get the support. We need to try and stop the removal of door-to-door delivery in those eleven locations. Perhaps legal action in those eleven locations, spearheaded by the labour movement, supported by especially the customers who will see their property littered with mail and all the problems that come with super mailboxes, especially in areas that never had them before, you know? 

When they build a new suburb, they plan on where the CMB's (community mailboxes) are going to be. The customer who buys the house, knows the house is going to be worth less than their neighbour's. What they're doing now is they're bringing in those boxes, onto peoples' properties and those people's property values are going to go down, and they didn't bank on that when they bought the place. So we're looking at angles to go after the corporation, before they anchor the boxes in. But we need to keep doing the work we're doing, you know, in the streets, and especially leading up to the next election to make sure that Harper goes because we have the support of all other parties in not implementing these cuts.  

SP: You mentioned various challenges so far, I think in terms of attacks on workers, but I was wondering if you could elaborate a bit more on some of the challenges you see facing the movement in Canada today?   

DL: Another issue that we need to work on is that at both extremes, seniors, the retirees, and the youth. I'd like to see us bring those two, if you can call them extremes, together so they can share. The seniors, the wisdom, the experience they have with the vigour, the strength that the youth have, to try and make the movement stronger. I think that, for example, the CURC - the Council of Union Retirees of Canada, an organization like that, could not only help but perhaps lead the way in getting the message out for the next federal election, maybe the Ontario election, so we can put the information in the hands of the electorate as to what Harper has done when he's been in power. And maybe make the links on how similar things were happening the last time the federal conservatives were in power under Mulroney. When he brought in free trade agreements which are still devastating to the working class around the world and more specifically in Canada.

I've already talked about the environment. I do education also in high schools. I've done that since 1999. I'd really like to revive that. So the CLC is leading the way in developing materials, maybe work with the material we use here, that was developed by the OFL originally, and really get into high schools and push to have union history in the curriculum of schools. That would be another avenue I'd like to explore. 

SP: Well thank you very much, Donald for speaking with us today. I look forward to seeing you at the CLC convention next week.                                                                                                                     

